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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

ARGENTINA. 
All hide cuttings shipped from Buenos Ayres are arsenic cured. 

Buenos Ayres, January 19, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of dispatch 79 of Decem- 
ber 14 last, in which I am asked whether or not hide cuttings which are 
not arsenic cured, dry salted, or limed are shipped without disinfection 
to the United States from Buenos Ayres, as charged by Messrs. Gordon 
& Co., of Liverpool. 

In answer thereto I state that no hide cuttings are shipped from this 
port to the United States that are not arsenic cured, as in fact no one 
attempts to ship them in any other way. 

We have 3 houses who export hide cuttings, viz, Eddy Hall & Co., 
Babbitt Brothers, and Wilhelm Bertram, and, as additional informa- 
tion, I inclose affidavits of these houses. 

Eespectfully, D. Mayer, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

CANADA. 

A tuberculosis conference at Ottawa — Organization of the Canadian Asso- 
ciation for the Prevention of Tuberculosis. 

Montreal, Canada, February 22, 1901. 

Sir: The prevalence of consumption throughout the Dominion of 
Canada has become so great as to cause alarm among all classes of people. 

Less than two months ago, in response to publib demand as expressed 
through the press, Governor General, Earl of Minto, called a public 
conference to meet in Ottawa on February 14 to consider what means 
should be taken in order to overcome the ravages of tuberculosis. 
Invitations to this conference were issued by the governor- general to 
representative people all over Canada — ministers, physicians, lawyers, 
and statesmen. When the conference assembled there were found to be 
present over 500 participants. It was formally opened in an address 
by the governor general, and Sir James Grant was made the permanent 
presiding officer. 

In the governor-general's address it was stated that the death rate 
from consumption was steadily growing, and in the Province of Ontario 
alone, between 1867 and 1898, had amounted to no less than 32,000. 
Although statistics are not available, the death rate from consumption 
in the Province of Quebec is even greater than in Ontario. The annual 
estimate of deaths from consumption for the whole Dominion is placed 
at between 7,000 and 8,000. 

According to Sir James Grant's statement, tuberculosis carries oft 
more than 5,000,000 of the human race annually. 

The conference continued in session three days, and the discussions 
were most interesting from beginning to close. 

Dr. Fraser, of Brandon, representing the Indian department of the 
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Federal Government, spoke of the awful prevalence of tuberculosis 
among the Indians. From his own observation he affirmed that 95 per 
cent of the sickness among the aborigines was tuberculosis in some form 
or another, and worse still, the fatalities were practically 100 per cent 
of those affected. In fact, the race was dying out in consequence. 

Resolutions were adopted demanding that the Government take meas 
ures to prevent the entrance into the Dominion of tuberculized immi- 
grants and tuberculized cattle. 

An association was organized, the official name being "The Canadian 
Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis. ' ' The objects are stated 
to be, generally, to combat and prevent tuberculosis in the Dominion of 
Canada. Specifically — 

1. To enlighten and educate the public in regard to the disease and 
the principles of prevention and cure. 

2. To influence legislatures to do all within their power to assist in 
means of prevention and cure. 

3. To encourage the erection of sanatoria within reach of the people, 
and the passing and enforcing of adequate sanitary laws. 

4. To take means to arouse sufficient interest until governments, 
municipalities, and people are brought into such systematic cooperation 
as to make full provision for the whole of the people. 

The above purposes to be accomplished by — 

1. The establishment of a central office for the preparation and dis- 
ribution of suitable literature and for correspondence. 

2. The institution of public lectures. 

3. Articles in the press. 

4. Periodical congresses and an annual report. 

5 Appealing to every province and territory to inaugurate local 
associations to carry the work into every municipality. 

6. Appealing to life insurance companies, benefit societies, railroad, 
factory, and other corporations and institutions whose interests are 
dominion wide, and which would be benefited by the work of this 
association, to assist and afford financial support. 

Membership shall consist of— 

Life patrons, who contribute $100 to the funds. 

Life members, who contribute $50 to the funds. 

Members who contribute $1 annually. 

The fees for representatives of life insurance companies and other 
cooperating corporations and institutions, etc., was left over for a con- 
ference with the managers of the companies interested. 

Officers : Honorary president, president, vice presidents representing 
various districts and interests, treasurer or treasurers, general secretary. 

Executive committee shall consist of, 1, the officers, exofficio, 2, 
members elected by the annual meeting. 

The association will hold an annual general meeting and — 

1.' Conduct a convention, receive and issue an annual report. 

2. Elect officers and members of the executive committee. 

3. Decide on general policy for the ensuing year. 

4. Take up any new cognate subject or method of work. 

The executive committee shall meet once every three months, and 
whenever deemed advisable by the officers. 

The executive committee shall have full power to transact all busi- 
ness for the association during the interim of the annual general meetings. 

The officers and executive committee were then chosen as follows : 
Honorable president, the governor-general ; president, Sir James Grant, 
K. C. M. G.; vice-presidents, Ontario, Dr. Johnston, M. P., and W. C. 
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Edwards, M. P.; Quebec, Dr. Lachapelle and Senator Drnmmond; 
Nova Scotia, Dr. Reid and Hon. Geo. H. Murray ; New Brunswick, 
Dr. Thos. Walker, Sr., and Senator Ellis ; Prince Edward Island, Dr. 
Blancbard and Senator Ferguson ; Manitoba, Dr. Blanchard and 
Premier Roblin ; Northwest Territories, Dr. Lafferty and Premier 
Haultain ; British Columbia, Dr. Fagan and Premier Dunsmuir. 

Secretaries, Dr. A. J. Richer, Montreal, and Dr. C. S. Eby, Toronto ; 
treasurer, Dr. H. Beaumont Small, Ottawa; executive, Ontario, Dr. E. 
J. Barrick, Toronto ; Quebec, Dr. Roddick, M. P., Montreal; Nova 
Scotia, Dr. G. L. Sinclair, Halifax ; New Brunswick, Dr. Daniels, 
St. John ; Prince Edward Island, Dr. McNeil, Charlottown ; Mani- 
toba, Dr. Macdonald, Brandon ; Northwest Territories, Dr. H. W. 
Bain, Prince Albert ; British Columbia, Dr. J. C. Davie, Victoria. 

It was decided to hold the next annual meeting in Ottawa during the 
meeting of Parliament. 

There is reason to hope that the conference may result in a great 
reduction of the death rate from consumption. The formation of an 
association with branches throughout the dominion, all the members of 
which will cooperate in an earnest effort to prevent the spread of this 
most fatal disease can hardly fail to be productive of some good. The 
idea of enlisting the support of the life assurance companies and the 
fraternal societies is a happy one. If the life assurance companies 
conld succeed in reducing the death rate frcm consumption their profits 
would be considerably increased. 

Respectfully, John L. Bittinger, 

Consul- General. 

The Hon. Secretary op State. 

Smallpox in Ontario. 

Orillia, Ontario, March 2, 1901. 

Sir : I have to report the existence of smallpox in various parts of 
this district and adjoining territory. On or about February 10 a man 
was taken with the smallpox in one of the hotels at Sudbury. Particu- 
lars are difficult to obtain, but it seemed this man avoided the authori- 
ties and went to Ottawa on the Canada Pacific Railway. From this 
case numerous cases have developed, of which a dozen or more are at 
Sudbury, and one or more at nearly all the smaller stations between 
North Bay and Sault Ste. Marie. There are 2 cases at Bracebridge, 45 
miles north of this place, 4 cases or more at Toronto, 85 miles south. 
There is 1 case at Penetanguishene, 30 miles west, and 1 case in 
Orillia. According to reports from persons recently returned from the 
north shore of the Georgian Bay, the disease is prevalent in many of 
the camps of the lumbermen in that district. As there are 70 camps of 
lumbermen on the Georgian Bay there is a possibility that the disease 
may become epidemic when the woodsmen break camp, which will be 
in the immediate future. This is, of course, providing the reports of 
its prevalence are not greatly exaggerated. The camps are not easily 
accessible, and reports can not readily be verified. According to news- 
paper reports the provincial health authorities propose to establish a 
camp at or near Sudbury for the detention and quarantine of all these 
persons who may have been exposed to the disease. Compulsory vac 
cination, with certain conditions, prevails in some localities, but it is 
not all general throughout the Province. 

Respectfully, E. A. Wakefield, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



